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 Papers, 1958-2019.  11.50 linear ft.  PARTIALLY RESTRICTED 
 
Abstract 
 
 President of Western Theological Seminary (WTS) (1985-1994); B.A. 
Central College (1958); M.Div. Western Theological Seminary (1961); Master 
of Theology, Princeton Theological Seminary (1965); Doctorandes, Theological 
University, Kampen, the Netherlands (1977).  Hoff served pastorates in New 
Jersey and Illinois and was Secretary of Operations and Finance for the 
Reformed Church in America (RCA) (1971-1981).  In 1995, Hoff became the executive director 
of the Foundation for Theological Education in Southeast Asia (FTESEA), a position he served 
in until 2007.  Materials include correspondence associated with his WTS presidency.  Other 
materials refer to committees, strategic planning, personal works, clippings, faculty, and 
fundraising.  Also includes the subject area of Missions to Asia.  
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Biography 
 
 Marvin D. Hoff was born in 1936 in Sioux Center, Iowa.  B.A. Central College, 1958; 
M.Div. Western Theological Seminary, 1961; Master of Theology, Princeton Theological 
Seminary, 1965; Doctorandes, Theological University, Kampen, The Netherlands, 1977.  Hoff 
served pastorates in New Jersey and Illinois and was Secretary of Operations and Finance for the 
Reformed Church in America (RCA) (1971-1981).  He served as president of Western 
Theological Seminary from 1985 through 1994.  In 1995, Hoff became the executive director of 
the Foundation for Theological Education in Southeast Asia (FTESEA).  He retired from that 
position in 2007.  Marvin D. Hoff passed away on May 26, 2019. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 A large portion of this collection consists of the correspondence of Marvin D. Hoff 
during his term as president of Western Theological Seminary (1985-1994).  Other materials 
refer to committees, strategic planning, personal works, clippings, faculty, fundraising, and 
filling positions in the seminary.  Also includes the subject area of Missions to Asia.  Items, 
sometimes individual documents and sometimes an entire folder, labeled as RESTRICTED are 
closed to research, except for the donor.  They were identified as confidential during processing 
and were moved accordingly. 
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Container List 
 
Box 1 
 
 Ad Hoc Committee on Monitoring the BTE Structure, 1986-1990 
 Ad Hoc Committee on Structure and Presidential Review, 1989 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 Ad Hoc Committee on Structure and Presidential Review, 1990-1991 
 Administrative Cabinet Log, 1985-1994 (2 folders) 
 Administrative Cabinet Log, 1989, ca. 1993 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 Advisory Committee on Investments 
Background Materials, 1988-1993 (3 folders) 
  Minutes, 1989-1993 
 Alumni, 1989-1993 
 Annual Report, 1990 
 Archives, 1985-1986 
 Articles, Reformed Church News, 1984-1986, n.d. 
 Assessments, 1987 
 Bast Preaching Festival, 1987-1990 
 Biblical Field, 1985 
 Biographical, 1981-2019 
 Biographical, 1984-1988 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 Board of Theological Education, 1984-1986 
 Board of Theological Education, 1985 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 The Bridge, 1990 
 Campus Master Plan, 1985-1991 
 Case Statement, 1989 
 Certificate of Fitness, 1988 
 Children in Worship, 1988 
 Clippings, 1984-1985, 1988 
 Codes Maintenance Sheets, 1987 
 Commencement, 1986-1988 
 Commission on Theology, RCA-Critique of “The Crucified One is Lord,” 1998 
 Computer Fund Drive, 1988-1990 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 Correspondence 
  Administrative Cabinet, 1986-1988 (3 folders) 
  Arend Hoff, 1985 
  Dean Search, 1987-1988 
  Death of E. Eenigenburg, 1987 
  E. Earle Ellis, 1984 
  General 
   May-June 1985 
   July-August 1985 
   August 1985 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   September-October 1985 
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   October 1985 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   November-December 1985 
   January-February 1986 
   February 1986 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 
Box 2 
 
 Correspondence (cont.) 
General (cont.) 
   March-April 1986 
   April-June 1986 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   May-June 1986 
   July-August 1986 
   July-August 1986 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   September-October 1986 
   November 1986 
   November 1986 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   December 1986 
   December 1986 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   January-February 1987 
   March 1987 
   March 1987 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   April 1987 
   April 1987 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   May-June 1987 
   July-August 1987 
   September-October 1987 
   November 1987 
   December 1987 
   January 1988 
   February 1988 
   March 1988 
   March 1988 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   April 1988 
   May-June 1988 
   May-June 1988 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 
Box 3  
 
 Correspondence (cont.) 
General (cont.) 
   July-August 1988 
   July 1988 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   September-October 1988 
   September 1988 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
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   November-December 1988 
   November-December 1988 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   January-February 1989 
   February 1989 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   March-April, 1989 
   May-July, 1989 
   June 1989 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   August-September-October 1989 
   November-December 1989 
   January-February, 1990 
   March-June, 1990 
   July-August, 1990 
   September-December, 1990-1993 (4 folders) 
   December 1990 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   January 1991 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   January-December 1992 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   January-December 1993 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
   January-April 1994 
 
Box 4  
 
 Correspondence (cont.) 
  Granberg-Michaelson, Wesley, n.d. 
  Hoffman, Mark, 1991-1993 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
  Hoffman, Vernon, 1991 
  Luidens, Donald, 1987-1989 
  Orientation, 1985 
  Reformed Laymen’s Publicity Committee, 1986-1989 
  Scholarships, 1985-1990 (4 folders) 
  White, Robert, 1990 
 Curriculum, 1989-1991 
 D. Min. Program, 1986-1991 
 Dean Search, 1985 
 Development, 1987 
 Enrollment Trends, 1992 
 Evaluation, 1992 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 Executive Committee, 1988-1992 (2 folders) (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 Exchange Sunday Committee, 1986-1988 
 Expand Western, 1978-1989 
 Faculty 
  Anderson, Scott, 1987-1991 
  Boogart, Thomas, 1985 
  Bos, Tom, 1983 
  Brown, George, 1987-1991 
  Brownson, James V., 1987-1993 
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  Bruggink, Donald, 1986 
  Cook, James, 1986-1989 
  Coughenour, Robert, 1987 
  Eenigenburg, Elton, 1985-1992 
  Hesselink, John, 1988 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
  Hunsberger, George, 1988-1992 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
  Japinga, Lynn, 1986 
  Kaiser, Christopher, 1987-1988 
  Maodush-Pitzer, Diane, 1990-1993 
  Mattison, Robin, 1987-1989 
  Osterhaven, M. Eugene, 1971-1986 (2 folders) 
  Rhem, Richard, 1987-1988 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
  Rock, Stanley, 1985-1986 
  Schmidt, John, 1990-1991 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
  Smith, Paul, 1987-1991 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
  Stewart, Sonja, 1987-1991  
  Van Engen, Charles, 1982-1987 (RESTRICTED, Box 9)   
 Faculty Evaluation, 1986-1987 
 Farewell Dinner, 1994 
 Formation for Ministry, 1990 
 Foundation for Theological Education in South East Asia (FTESEA) 
  “A Lamp to My Feet, A Light to My Path:  Bible Ministry of the Protestant  
   Churches in China,” National Committee of Three-Self Patriotic   
   Movement of the Protestant Churches in China, China Christian Council,  
   2003 (DVD, 2 copies) 
  Annual Meetings (includes committee minutes, reports), 1979-2005 (5 folders) 
 
Box 5  
 
 Foundation for Theological Education in South East Asia (FTESEA) (cont.) 
  Annual Meetings (includes committee minutes, reports), 2006-2007 (2 folders) 
  Articles 
   “Christianity in China:  Its Promise & Potential,” 2005 
   “A ‘Single’ Church,” 2006 
   “In Christ, We Are Family,” 2006 
  Chinese Bible Exhibition, 2006 
  Directory, 2005 
  Executive Director Search, 2004 
  Exhibition of Bible Ministry of the Churches in China, 2004 
  Financial Report for 2003 and 2004, 2005 
  History of the Foundation Project, 2005 
  Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Preamble, 2001 
  New York Visit of the Delegation from the Three-Self Patriotic Movement and  
the China Christian Council, 2003 
  Organizational Meetings, 2004 
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  Personalities 
   Dunn, Mary, 2006 
   Han, Dr. Wenzao, 2006 
  Personal Letter, 1997 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
  Reports on Visits (chronological order) 
   China Christian Council/Three-Self Patriotic Movement/Nanjing Union  
    Theological Seminary, 2005 
   China Visit, 2001 
   China Friendship Visit Team, 2005 
 Fund Raising 
Churches, 1989 
  Hoffman, Vernon, 1991 
  Lilly Grant, 1993 
  Putting People in Mission, 1985-1992 (2 folders) 
 Globalization, 1990-1992 
 Habakkuk Lessons, 1991 
 Hoff, Marvin (Personal), 1985-1987 
 Homiletics, 1985-1986 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 Inauguration, 1985 
 Inauguration Papers, 1985 
 Inclusive Language, 1986 
 Installation Service, Palos Heights, Chicago, 1981 
 Leadership: Its Problems and Possibilities, 1988-1990 
 Leadership, Seminar, 1988-1989 
 Lecture Committee, 1986-1990 
 Library Automation, 1986-1987 
 Log/Minutes Administration Cabinet, 1985-1988 (4 folders) (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 Management Committee, 1985-1987 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 Master Plan, 1987-1992  
 Missiology Task Force, 1985-1987 
New Brunswick Theological Seminary (NBTS) v. Alicea, 1989-1990 (RESTRICTED, 
Box 9) 
 Northwestern College, Centennial Reunion, 1982 
 Orientation, 1986-1988 
 Perspectives, 1986-1989 
 Pew Charitable Trusts, 1994 
 Photocopies from Books, n.d. 
 Photographs of Marvin D. Hoff, n.d. (3 items) 
 Program Cabinet, 1985-1992 
 Recruitment, 1988-1989 
 Resume, n.d. 
 Riverview Development Limited Partnership, 1987 
 Sarospatak, 1989-1990 
 Search Committees  
Assistant Professor of New Testament, 1986 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
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General, 1984-1987 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
  General Secretary, 1993-1994 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
  Librarian, 1984-1985 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
  Women Candidates, 1989-1991 (RESTRICTED, Box 9) 
 Seeking New Wineskins 
Memoranda and Notes, 1993 
  Mission, Goals, and Objectives, 1993 
  Task Force Planning and Reports, 1991 
  Reports, 1993-1994 
 Self-Study Report, 1993 
 Seminary Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education, 1989 
 Sexual Harassment Policy, 1992 
 South Africa, 1985-1990 
 
Box 6 
 
 Speeches 
  Central College Baccalaureate, 1987 
Easter, 1988 
Elton Eenigenburg Tribute, 1987 
  Garret A. Wilterdink Tribute, 1990 
  Hudsonville Ascension, 1987 
Riper Reformation Rally, 1987 
  Western Theological Seminary 
Awards Convocations, 1988, 1993 
Convocations, 1987-1991 
General, 1988-1991 
Honors Convocations, 1988, 1990 
Inauguration Services, 1985 
Services, 1989-1992 
 Staff Consulting Group, 1986-1990 
 Staffing, 1987 
 Strategic Planning  
Booklet, 1991 
  Campbell and Company Reports, 1987-1993 
  Introductory Material, 1989 
  Letters and Memoranda, 1991 
  Steering Committee 
1989-1990 (2 folders) 
   1990-1991 (2 folders) 
   1992 
  Synod of Mid-America Gathering 
Invitations, 1990 
   Responses, 1990 
  Task Forces 
  
Marvin D. Hoff 
W88-1237.8 
 
 
 
 
8 
   Church Relations, 1991 
   Diversity, 1991 
   Educational Models, 1991 
   Intercultural Mission, 1991 
   Leadership, 1991 
   Reformed Identity, 1991 
   Spiritual formation, 1990 
 Student Years at Western Theological Seminary 
  Papers, 1958-1961 (6 folders) 
 
Box 7 
 
 Student Years at Western Theological Seminary (cont.) 
  Papers, 1958-1961 (cont.) (4 folders) 
  Students, 1985-1989 
 
Box 8 
 
 Student Years at Western Theological Seminary (cont.) 
  Task Force on Evangelism, 1987-1988 
  Taylor, Eugene, n.d. 
  Teams, 1988 
  Tenure Policies, 1987-1988 
  Theology Curriculum, 1986-1990 
  Women’s Auxiliary, 1974-1987 
  Workshop, Preaching in Lent, 1986 
  Writings, 1987-1994 
  WTS, Westernews Newsletter, 1985-1989, 1994 
 
Box 9 (RESTRICTED) 
 
 Ad Hoc Committee on Structure and Presidential Review, 1989 (RESTRICTED) 
 Administrative Cabinet Log, 1989, ca. 1993 (RESTRICTED) 
 Biographical, 1984-1988 (RESTRICTED) 
 Board of Theological Education, 1985 (RESTRICTED) 
 Performance Reviews, Evaluations, Resumes, 1984-1992 (RESTRICTED) 
 Commission on Theology, Reformed Church in America-Critique of “The Crucified One  
  is Lord,” 1998 (RESTRICTED) 
 Computer Fund Drive, 1988-1990 (RESTRICTED) 
 Correspondence 
  General 
   August 1985 (RESTRICTED) 
   October 1985 (RESTRICTED) 
   February 1986 (RESTRICTED) 
   April-June 1986 (RESTRICTED) 
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   July-August 1986 (RESTRICTED) 
   November 1986 (RESTRICTED) 
   December 1986 (RESTRICTED) 
   March 1987 (RESTRICTED) 
   April 1987 (RESTRICTED) 
   March 1988 (RESTRICTED) 
   May-June 1988 (RESTRICTED) 
   July-August 1988 (RESTRICTED) 
   September 1988 (RESTRICTED) 
   November-December 1988 (RESTRICTED) 
   February 1989 (RESTRICTED) 
   June 1989 (RESTRICTED) 
   December 1990 (RESTRICTED) 
   January 1991 (RESTRICTED) 
   January-December 1992 (RESTRICTED) 
   January-December 1993 (RESTRICTED) 
  Hoffman, Mark, 1991-1993 (RESTRICTED) 
 Evaluation, 1992 (RESTRICTED) 
 Executive Committee, 1988-1992 (2 folders) (RESTRICTED) 
 Faculty 
  Hesselink, John, 1988 (RESTRICTED) 
  Hunsberger, George, 1988-1992 (RESTRICTED) 
  Rhem, Richard, 1987-1988 (RESTRICTED) 
  Schmidt, John, 1990-1991 (RESTRICTED) 
  Smith, Paul, 1987-1991 (RESTRICTED) 
  Van Engen, Charles, 1982-1987 (RESTRICTED) 
 Foundation for Theological Education in South East Asia (FTESEA), Personal Letter,  
  1997 (RESTRICTED) 
 Homiletics, 1985-1986 (RESTRICTED) 
 Log/Minutes Administration Cabinet, 1985-1988 (4 folders) (RESTRICTED) 
 Management Committee, 1985-1987 (RESTRICTED) 
 New Brunswick Theological Seminary (NBTS) v. Alicea, 1989-1990 (RESTRICTED) 
 Search Committees 
Assistant Professor of New Testament, 1986 (RESTRICTED) 
General, 1984-1987(RESTRICTED) 
  General Secretary, 1993-1994 (RESTRICTED) 
  Librarian, 1984-1985 (RESTRICTED) 
  Women Candidates, 1989-1991 (RESTRICTED) 
  
